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Injury to Reputation or Mental Well-Being as Within Penal Extortion Statutes Requiring Threat of “Injury to the Person,” 
87 A.L.R.5th 715 


One of the most common acts outlawed by extortion or blackmail statutes 1s a threat of “any injury to the person or property 
of another” for the purpose of obtaining some desired personal gain. ! 


As for whether injury to one’s reputation constitutes “injury to the person or property of another,” there is disharmony in the 
case law; several jurisdictions have held that a threat to expose another to disgrace and to injure his or her reputation was not 
a threat of “injury to the person or property of another” which was made unlawful by a state extortion statute.* However, 
other authority, stating that the logic of such cases is not compelling, has held that injury to one’s reputation does in fact 
constitute “injury to the person or property of another,” reasoning that the emphasis in a crime of extortion is on the wrongful 
use of fear to compel the victim to surrender something of value to the extortionist.* 
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Footnotes 


i State v. Simmons, 114 R.I. 16, 327 A.2d 843, 74 A.L.R.3d 1251 (1974). 
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State v. Simmons, 114 R.I. 16, 327 A.2d 843, 74 A.L.R.3d 1251 (1974). 
2 Com. v. Miller, 385 Mass. 521, 432 N.E.2d 463 (1982). 
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